in this " wee home," the young people again
made a part of the family at Heathcote Hill,
where they lived until 1814. Then, with the
two little girls born to them, they went for a
short time to Cooperstown, and thence to their
Fenimore farm of some one hundred and fifty
acres along Otsego's southwestern shores. " On
a rising knoll overlooking lake and village a
handsome stone house was begun for their life
home." The near-by hill, called Mount Ovis,
pastured the Merino sheep which he brought into
the country. He loved his gardening, and was
active for the public good, serving as secretary
of the county Agricultural Society, and also of
the Otsego Comity Bible Society. In the full
flush of youth and its pleasures there were the
pleasant diversions of driving, riding, and row-
ing. So lived flute-playing Cooper, brave and
handsome, at twenty-five.

Cooper's mother was then living with her older
sons at Otsego Hall, and it is recorded that " she
took great delight in flowers, and the end of the
long hall was like a green-house, in her time ";
that "she was a great reader of romances; a
marvelous housekeeper, and beautifully nice and
neat in her arrangements: her flower-garden atown.
